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How did All Souls Day come to be?  

Every year on November 2, Christians worldwide pause to honour their loved 
ones who have passed away. This day is known as All Souls’ Day. It is a time 
for prayer and reflection of All Souls honouring the Faithful Departed.  
This observance holds deep meaning in many Christian traditions, including 
Catholic, Lutheran, and Anglican churches. People come together in a spirit of 
unity and hope. 
 

Through prayer and acts of remembrance, the living and departed are united. This practice is seen as 
an act of love and charity. It strengthens bonds within the global community of believers. This sacred 
observance centres on a beautiful Christian tradition: remembering those who have passed from this 
life. It represents a profound spiritual connection between living believers and departed souls. 

This practice finds roots in ancient scripture. The Book of Maccabees describes prayers offered for 
the dead. This intercessory prayer remains central to the observance today. Through these spiritual 
practices, the living help departed souls reach their eternal reward. It represents an act of love and 
charity that transcends death itself. 

Long before it became an official observance, Christians remembered their departed loved ones.  
This stretches back to the earliest days of the Church. We have ancient evidence from catacomb  
inscriptions showing third-century Christians praying for the dead. Early Church fathers like  
Tertullian and Cyprian believed prayer could assist souls after death. Liturgical commemorations for 
the faithful departed were common. These practices formed a beautiful tradition of intercession.  
They showed love transcending the boundary between life and eternity. In 998 AD, St. Odilo of  
Cluny established November 2 as a special day of remembrance. He dedicated it to prayer for souls in 
purgatory. The observance was linked with almsgiving for the poor. Monasteries began offering 
Masses and prayers for the departed. 
The observance quickly spread from monasteries. In the eleventh century, the Diocese of Liège  
adopted the practice, many other dioceses followed. 
 
Later in the 13th Century Rome and Italy embraced this special day. The Dominican Order enriched it 
by allowing priests to offer three Masses. This tradition deepened the spiritual impact. 
 
During World War I, Pope Benedict XV extended this privilege due to numerous war dead. This 
showed how the practice adapted to meet the needs of each generation. 
 
Centuries of faithful observance have shaped this day into what it is today. It stands as a testament to 
hope, charity, and remembrance across the Christian world. 

 

Masses at the Cathedral 

Weekdays 

Monday to Friday:  

7.30am and 10am 

Saturday 10am 

 

The Lord’s Day 

Vigil; Sat 6.15pm.  

Sunday; 8.30am, 10.30am, 
12.30am & 7pm 

Annual Mass of Remembrance 

Our annual Mass for the Bereaved in the Parish will be  

celebrated on  

Wednesday evening, the 12th November, at 7.30pm in the 

Cathedral.    

As a Parish, we will keep all who mourn the loss of a loved one 

in our prayers 

***************************************** 

November Dead List. 

Envelopes are available for the November Dead list in the  

Envelope Boxes and also at the entrances to the Cathedral. 

http://www.carlowcathedral.ie/2017/09/fr-padraig-shelley-c-c/


 

Memorial Service 
A Memorial Service for babies who passed away through  

miscarriage, still births, neo-natal deaths, will take place in Ca-
ragh Church on Friday, 14th November, at 7.30pm. All are wel-

come.  

*********************************************** 

In November We Remember 
 Follow the diocesan X (@KANDLEi) and Facebook 

(KANDLEi)  pages to receive daily posts for the month of  
November, with posts on the Christian understanding of death 

and prayers to accompany you in this month when we especially 
remember and pray for our dead.  

************************************************* 

Legion of Mary 

Meeting every Tuesday, 7:30-8:30,  

in the Cathedral Parish Centre for prayer and talk  

about our Faith.  

All Welcome!! 

************************************************* 

Message from Bishop Denis re Department of Education survey 
on school patronage 

The current Department of Education survey on the future of 
patronage in the primary sector is important in that it will shape 
the discussion on primary school divesting for the years to come 

throughout the Republic of Ireland.  

It is important that those who wish for a change in patronage 
would have their voice heard. It is equally important that those 

who wish for a Catholic Education for their children and for 
those who would wish for sacramental preparation within school 

would have their voice heard also. For those reasons and to  

ensure that an accurate picture emerges, please participate in 
this survey if you are a parent or a prospective parish of a  

primary school student.  

The survey can be accessed at https://www.gov.ie/en/
department-of-education/campaigns/primary-school-survey/  

The survey closes on 16th December 2025.  

*********************************************** 

Carlow Active Retired Members'  

Meeting will be held on Wednesday, the 12th of November, at 
2.30pm in the Cathedral Parish Centre. New members welcome 

******************************************* 

“Carlow in the Snow”  

Art Exhibition and Christmas Card Collection 

Carlow Library, Tullow St. - Mon 10th to Sat 15th November  

All Welcome! 

************************************************* 

Cathedral Collections   

Last  Weekend  

 Offertory    €1,218.62 

Development    € 2,324.61 

Your kind generosity is much appreciated 
 

*********************************************** 

Community Climate Action Programme 

€378,000 is available to community groups across Co. Carlow. 
Applications are now open for the Community Climate Action 
Programme. The online application form will remain open until 
16.12.2025 (6 weeks in total).  
The fund is interested in supporting communities take climate 
action in their local area. Please contact Áine Byrne, Community 
Climate Action Officer, on byrnea@carlowcoco.ie  
The online application form: 
 https://carlowcococlimate.submit.com/  

*********************************************** 
Rambling Rovers return Monday nights starting November 10th,  

meet at Youth Centre, Rathnapish, 8pm. Hi Vis jackets essential. 

********************************************** 
Synod News 

In recent weeks there has been a national presynodal assembly in  
Kilkenny with over 240 delegates as well as a universal gathering in 

Rome for Synod Teams. Keep up to date with what happened at those 
events and what is happening to assist embedding being a synodal 

Church, that is walking together and discerning what God is asking of 
us as Christians in the world today, in Ireland and across the Catholic 

world by going to: synod.ie, synod.va, kandle.ie/synod, and theway.ie. 
Each website has linked social media accounts  - another way to keep 

up to date. 

******************************************* 
TeamHope  

Teamhope Christmas Shoebox appeal 2025 is celebrating 15 years, 
delivering shoeboxes filled with gifts, hope and love to less fortunate 

children. Every shoebox makes a child's Christmas brighter. If you 
would like to make a shoebox or get involved this year, please  

contact www.teamhope.ie or Lily Kavanagh 0864014428.  
************************************************ 

Top Ten Ways to Help Pollinators: Be careful with wildflower 
seed mixes 

Many wildflower seed mixes contain non-native species,  

and can inadvertently introduce invasive species.  

Please avoid using them where possible.  

pollinators.ie/top-ten-ways-to-help-pollinators/ 

********************************************* 
Bob’s Your Uncle Lotto  

 

Next Jackpot  
Sunday 9th November  

      

   

 

 

No Jackpot winner 

3-5-19-30 

    6 Match 3 Winner - €500  

 

€20,000 

mailto:byrnea@carlowcoco.ie
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcarlowcococlimate.submit.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C05dce42af2f54f52f57808de170a599f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638973530754350174%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRyd

